Transitions over the life cycle: a comparison of mothers and nonmothers.
Life histories of 50 mothers and 30 nonmothers, aged 60 to 95, were analyzed to identify differences between the two groups in developmental transitions over the life cycle. The overall developmental trajectories during adulthood did not differ significantly. Mothers, however, reported a greater number of transitions, and 30% reported they were adults before age 15 in contrast to 3% of nonmothers. Nonmothers experienced a more stable career trajectory. Mothers were from larger families. Never-married nonmothers were an only child, only daughter, or oldest daughter. The effect of historical and marital status on achievement of integrity during later years is suggested as somewhat more influential than motherhood status.